J ust for Toclc”ers

Mang parents of toddlers enroll in music classes with their children. Jtis afun way to spcnd time
together, and since children are innatelg musicall it’s an activitg that theg are natura”g drawn to.
Bu’c are you aware of all the benefits music has to afford your child? Fo”owing is an excerpt from
an article rcccntlg Prescmtccl in Ear/ﬂ Cﬁ//dﬁooa/Connect/ons, ajouma] for carlg~childhood

educators.

e Musicisa language, and children are oriented toward ]earning language.

e Music evokes movement, and children deliglnt in and require movement for their &cvclopment
and growth.

o Music engages the brain while stimulating neural Pathwags associated with such higher
forms of inte”igencc as abstract tlninking, empathg, and mathematics.

e Music’s melodic and rhgthmic patterns Provide exercise for the brain and helP develop
memory. Who among us learned the ABC’S without the ABC song’?

e Musicis an aural art and young children are aurallearners. Since ears are Fu”g mature
before birtlﬁ, infants bcgin leaming from the sounds of their environment before birth.

e Musicis Peﬂcectlg designed for training children’s lis‘cening skills. (Hood ]istening skills and
school achievement go hand in hand.

° Devclopmenta”g appropriate music activities involve the whole child—the child’s desire for
]anguage, the bodg’s urge to move, the brain’s attention to Pattcms, the ear's lead in
initiating communication, the voice’s response to sounc{s, as well as the eye—hand
coordination associated with plaging musical instruments.

e Musicis a creative exPerience which involves exPression of Fee]ings. (Children often do not
have the words to express themselves and need Positivc ways to release their emotions.

e  Music transmits culture and is an avenue ]33 which beloved songs, r}'xgmcs, and dances can
be Passe& down from one generation to another.

e Musicis asocial activitﬂ which involves Famib and commum’ty Par’ciciPation. Chilc{ren love to

sing and dance at %ome, sc}'noo], and at church.

Best of a”, unlike cribs, stro”ers, and c]o’ches, children never outgrow music, and all its benefits.
Music has somcthing sPecia! for each child—no matter his or her age. As you think about your

toddlers activities keep this in mind, and P]arx to make room in your schedule for music.



