How to get the most out of Musikgarten with your baby or toddler
Be your child’s model for joyful music-making:  play, listen, and participate fully in every activity. Even if you don't know the words, your child hears your voice.  If YOU show enthusiasm, soon your child will too.  If you disengage, your child will too. 

Your child should not be forced to do activities.  If YOU clap, play instruments, and sing, eventually your child will too.  Some children need to observe and absorb for quite some time before participating.  

IT’S OKAY for your child to watch.

Provide your child with a positive model of listening and attention in a group.  This is your time to participate with and focus on your child.

Let the teacher give the directions and do not repeat them for your child.  If you DO what is asked, your child will SEE what to do.  Also, be sure to allow your child time to make the LISTEN-AND-DO connection.

If your child is not tapping the rhythm, please tap it somewhere on your child with YOUR hand.  Please do not take his/her hands to force tapping, clapping, or playing.

It is important for parents to be quiet whenever the CD is playing.  If YOU listen, your child can too.  Let your child take the cue from observing you.

Stay connected with your child at all times.  If you have an "escapee," go to your child and gently guide him/her back into the activity.  If children don't feel forced, they eventually join back in.  If they aren’t ready, stay with your child and enjoy the class activities wherever you are in the room.  

There are only three occasions when you need to intervene:  if a child is in danger of being hurt, if something is about to be broken, or if the distraction is such that I cannot continue teaching.

Please discipline when your child distracts others.  (I will not do it for you unless absolutely necessary.)

Take a SHORT time out in the hall (1 minute for each year of age) if your child misbehaves, but please do not go home until class ends.  Bring your child to see me at the end of class so I can encourage better behavior next time.

Please do not chew gum in the classroom.  Parents and children sing better and are not apt to choke if their mouths are empty.

Encourage your child to say  “thank you” whenever materials are handed out.

Feel free to use the provided tissues and hand sanitizer at any time.

If your child puts an instrument in his/her mouth, please use one of the sanitary wipes provided before returning it to the container.

Please see me before or after class or call me whenever you have concerns or observations.  I’m here to help you teach your child. 

These suggested and proven guidelines will make your classroom music time an enjoyable, positive experience and will help you and your child get the most out of the program.  Have fun and enjoy this special time together!
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